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In our series “Research Pearls” we are providing first-hand insights into our dynamic and powerful diaries
research. Following Pearl #1, where we had a look at the sample selection, in this edition we pay a closer
look to implementation of the sample selection, including some obstacles that were encountered.

Sample implementation

In the first Pearl we described a simple sampling method using Google Earth. This method would sample
households at a 2km circle around researchers’ houses. In practice, things did not quite work out the way
we had hoped. In order to get the location of the researchers, we created a survey to get the GPS location
of each researcher’s place of residence. With this information, we drew a “circle” with a radius of 2km on
Google Earth, and marked 70 houses (to-be-
respondents for the baseline) along that circle.
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Thirdly, using Google Earth to calculate distance means “drawing a line” from point A to point B. This is
the shortest distance between two points but does not take into regard topography. Hence, the actual
distances are either greater or less than 2kms, or not even manageable due to geographical structures.

Given the above obstacles, sample selection proved to be very time intensive and did not work well in
practice. As a result, a new approach had to be taken.

Consequently, we pre-selected 70 houses using Google Earth, indicating these on
the map, which we then sent out to the researchers (see Figure 1 and 2).
However, further problems prevailed. It is not possible on maps to see whether
the house is actually someone’s home, a
house holding cattle, a shop, or just empty
standing property. Indeed, a mix of those was
encountered, making it still difficult to find
suitable respondents.
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Final sample selection

Figure 1: Houses are  Figure 2: Figure 2: Houses 13 Finally, as none of the above seemed to be
on either side of a and 14 are just 120mts apart, working effectively, the researchers were told
river but it may take 10 km walk to just walk a distance of 1 km around their
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houses and find suitable households. They were told to interview households that were at least 100
meters away from each other to ensure that they would interview a range of respondents, not
neighbours. This approach worked the most. Nevertheless, some researchers still had difficulties reading
the map, ending up just walking in a straight line away from their house, instead of walking in all

directions from their house.

Additionally, some researchers had great trouble convincing people to participate in the research, as they
were not compensated in any way for their participation. This was particularly true for urban areas.

Another type of challenge was to get people to give their time, particularly in a busy agricultural season.
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Lilly
Good morning everyone i
have interviewed so far 22

in total in my community
people are bias about
research that ts time wasting
without any allowance and
different organisation have
done research but there is no
feedback since then so they
don't want to participate they
- only want people who wil
provide support to them and
yesterday i interviewed one
respondent mi turn up is not k
bt am doing mi best.thanx
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The research is a way for

- people to make clear about
. their situation and to help
- different organisations
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Respondent
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Hey every one .. am grateful
forvthe good work we are
doing as a team. . | have
interviewed 6 today bringing
the total to 42... it being a

busy season .people are
engaged in farming and

have busy schedules in their
gardens .it's really hard

to meet appointments as
prepared .it's the biggest
challenge am facing in mayuge
but otherwise thanks for the
support team
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Goodmorning every one! So
far in total ihave interviewed
48respondents and yesterday
interviewed 8respondents
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but ihave chaged the village
locations reason being that
ihave been disturbed in my
community by madhvani
researchers

- Those madhvani researchers
are giving out money to the
respondents after interviewing
them so it's hard to convince

those very respondents

without money that's why am Y
struggling to look neighbouring

villages.it's really a challenge it
to me.thanks
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Using this approach however, we were managing to reach our respondent target. In the following Pearl
we will look at the next step that was undertaken after the sample selection: the implementation of the

baseline study.
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